
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



Letters to the Editor 755 



MRS. ROBB'S PICTURE VALUED 

Dear Editob : No picture of Isabel Hampton Robb in her nurse's dress accom- 
panied my copy of the June Journal, and as I set great value by it I would be 
very grateful for it. 

I love the Journal as my best friend and trust our leaders may enjoy long 
health and God's blessing to direct and instruct us through its most beautiful 
print and page. H. M. C. 

A REPLY TO " A. J. C." 

Dear Editor: I have just gotten off of a veiy arduous case, and it is such 
a pleasure to rest and read " my Journal." 

I notice on page 572 (Letters to the Editor), the question is asked as to the 
" easiest way to remove nits from the hair." In my nursing in the pauper 
wards of the city hospital, and in my office work and private nursing, I have seen 
numerous cases of Pediculus capitis, or head lice, and have carried out the 
suggested treatment by order of the physician for whom I was nursing. 

I never make any suggestion or use any treatment unless ordered to do so 
by a physician; but I have had to nurse in families where the children had 
beeome afflicted with the " critters " mentioned, and on reporting the matter to 
the physician in attendance, he would tell me to do what I could in self defense. 
Judging that A.J.C. has found herself in a similar predicament, I will tell what 
I have had to do. 

You mentioned kerosene oil, and Morrow, in his Dermatology, 1895, page 
950, says "Kerosene oil is the most reliable remedy to kill the parasite and its 
eggs." Before making the application I always thoroughly scrub the scalp with 
hot water and green soap. Morrow further states, that " the scalp is soaked 
freely with the oil, and then covered with a bathing cap or something similar. 
Then after twenty-four hours again wash the scalp with warm water and soap." 

After this A.J.C. may use her vinegar, with success, to remove the nits or 
ova. Waugh, in his "Treatment of the Sick," states that " all the essential 
oils destroy lice of all varieties. For head lice the tincture of Cocculus indicus 
or fish berries, is effective. The application should be renewed twice a week to 
reach the newly hatched broods. No treatment is effective unless the source 
of fresh supply is cut off." To do this we will sometimes be compelled to treat 
several members of the same family. There are many formulas which can be 
used with good results, but for cosmetic reasons lotions are to be preferred to 
ointments. I have used a preparation of salicylic acid, precipitated sulphur, 
powdered camphor, and alcohol, with oil of rosemary, to give a pleasant odor, 
with satisfactory results. M.L.C. 

FROM SOUTH AMERICA 

Dear Editor: I always look forward to the Journal with much pleasure, 
living so far away from all my sister nurses I perhaps appreciate it more than 
ever before. 

I wonder whether any of your readers would be interested to know how one 
of their fellow-workers is getting on in Peru, where she is, perhaps, the only 
actual graduate nurse from the United States. 
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In 1909 I accepted the position of superintendent (here called matron) of 
an orphan asylum and hospital for infants in Lima and should like to write 
a few lines to the Journal. B. M., R.N. 

A SUGGESTION FOR COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES 

Dear Editor : I haven't been active in the nursing world for three years, 
but since January have been reading The American Journal of Nursing, and 
from it have derived so much enthusiasm and inspiration, that before re-entering 
the field of nursing have determined to take the course in Hospital Economies 
offered by Teachers' College. 

In looking over the programmes of recent commencement exercises of dif- 
ferent training schools, the question arises that was ever present during prepara- 
tions for the graduating exercises, ten years ago, of a certain class of nurses 
of which I was a member. 

Why do not nurses furnish the literary and musical parts of their own 
commencement exercises? Why it is that all the places are filled by outside 
speakers, elocutionists, and musicians, and not a nurse expected to do anything 
that shows she has brains or talent t 

In this class of which I have made mention, there were two college grad- 
uates, three high school graduates, and at least three of the members were fairly 
good musicians, and when a number of us would get together in the reception 
room and sing, while one accompanied on the piano, the result was not bad. 
Yet when commencement came, all we were expected to do was to march 
into the chapel and keep our seats till the program was finished, then stand up 
and make a bow when our diplomas were presented. 

I am sure a program given by nurses would be interesting to an audience 
composed, chiefly, of their own particular friends and relations, although it 
might not show such high finish and art as one rendered by outside talent. 

M. G. B. 
(This seems to us a good suggestion, and we do not see why a demonstration 
by part of the class, and several essays on nursing subjects by others, with music 
by the members who are gifted, would not make a welcome change from the 
customary addresses. In several schools the singing by the seniors of the " school 
hymn"; in others, the administration of the Nightingale pledge, or the Hippo- 
cratic Oath, are the most impressive parts of the program. — Ed.) 

TWO UNUSUAL CASES 

Dear Editoe: If not imposing or taking too much space in your valuable 
Journal, I would like to ask those readers particularly interested in obstetrics, 
if they have experienced a case of hemorrhage in the new-born. Having had two 
such cases within six months, and being unable to fully understand the cause, 
I would like to hear if I am the only unfortunate to have such experiences and 
so similar. 

My first case was on April 3, 1909, normal labor, baby girl, 8 pounds, deliv- 
ered at 10 p.m., Saturday. During the night the babe slept well; cried occasion- 
ally, Sunday, all night; Sunday night a little more wakeful, urinated and passed 
mecomium shortly after birth, and took the breast. Monday, early in the morn- 
ing, the babe was more restless, cried as though in pain. This continued until 



